
Making A Vow
Objective: Your child will be able to understand what a vow is and the importance of 
keeping it. 

Vocabulary Words 
Vow- a promise 
• Synonym: Oath, covenant, your word

Key Scriptures:
Numbers 30:2 If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to bind his soul with 
a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his 
mouth.
• When you make a vow to someone or the Lord, you must do what you said you were 

going to do. You can’t break your word. 

James 4:14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is 
even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.
James 4:15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.
• We are not in control of our life. The Lord is in control of everything that happens to 

you. When you say you are going to do something say Lord’s will. We say Lord’s will 
because it is only with the Lord, that we will be able to do what we say we are going to 
do. We can be here one day and gone the next. 

Bible: KJV 1611 with apocrypha 
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Opening Statement
How would you feel if someone told you they were going to do something, and did not?
When you make a vow, you do what you say you were going to do. For example: If you 
told your mom you were going to clean up your room after you eat dinner and you did it, 
you kept your vow. If after you eat dinner you decided to do something else you did not 
keep your vow. 

Activity:Making a vow



Jacob 

Genesis 28:5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padanaram unto Laban, 
son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother.
Genesis 28:12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending 
on it.
Genesis 28:13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD 
God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed;
Genesis 28:15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither 
thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I 
have done that which I have spoken to thee of.
Genesis 28:16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is 
in this place; and I knew it not.
Genesis 28:17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none 
other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.
Genesis 28:18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he 
had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.
Genesis 28:19 And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city 
was called Luz at the first.
Genesis 28:20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will 
keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,
Genesis 28:21 So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the 
LORD be my God:
Genesis 35:27 And Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, unto the city of 
Arbah, which is Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned.
Genesis 35:28 And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore years.
Genesis 35:29 And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his 
people, being old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.
• Jacob was on his way to meet Laban who was his father in law. On the way, he 

decided that he was going to go to sleep. He had a dream of angels ascending and 
descending on a ladder and the Lord told him he would be promised the land that he 
was sleeping on. When Jacob woke up he was afraid because he did not know where 
he was sleeping at, was where the Lord dwelt at. When he woke up he made a vow 
with the Lord and asked him if he would keep him safe and help him return to his 
father’s house then he would continue to worship him. 

Q. What is the vow that Jacob made and did he keep it? 
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Israel 
Numbers 21:1 And when king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south, heard 
tell that Israel came by the way of the spies; then he fought against Israel, and took 
some of them prisoners.
Numbers 21:2 And Israel vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou wilt indeed 
deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities.
Numbers 21:3 And the LORD hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the 
Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities: and he called the name 
of the place Hormah.
• Israel was fighting against the Canaanites and the Canaanites took some of us prisoner. 

We made a vow to the Lord, that if he would deliver our enemies into our hands, we 
would destroy their cities. 

Q. What is the vow that Israel made and did we keep it? 

Peter 
Matthew 26:34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, 
before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.
Matthew 26:35 Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not 
deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.
Matthew 26:69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto 
him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee.
Matthew 26:70 But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou 
sayest.
Matthew 26:71 And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw 
him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of 
Nazareth.
Matthew 26:72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man.
Matthew 26:73 And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to 
Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee.
Matthew 26:74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the 
man. And immediately the cock crew.
Matthew 26:75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, 
Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept 
bitterly.
• Jesus told Peter that a day would come when he would deny Christ 3 times. Peter 

said he would not do that.When Christ was being persecuted, Peter denied Christ 3 
times and said that he did not know him. 

Q. What is the vow that Peter made and did he keep it? 
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Q. What is the vow that Jephthah made and did he keep it? 

Jephthah
Judges 11:29 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he passed over 
Gilead, and Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of 
Gilead he passed over unto the children of Ammon.
Judges 11:30 And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou shalt 
without fail deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands,
Judges 11:31 Then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my 
house to meet me, when I return in peace from the children of Ammon, shall surely 
be the LORD'S, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering.
Judges 11:32 So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon to fight against 
them; and the LORD delivered them into his hands.
Judges 11:33 And he smote them from Aroer, even till thou come to Minnith, even 
twenty cities, and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a very great slaughter. Thus 
the children of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel.
Judges 11:34 And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his 
daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and with dances: and she was his only 
child; beside her he had neither son nor daughter.
Judges 11:35 And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent his clothes, and 
said, Alas, my daughter! thou hast brought me very low, and thou art one of them 
that trouble me: for I have opened my mouth unto the LORD, and I cannot go 
back.
Judges 11:36 And she said unto him, My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth unto 
the LORD, do to me according to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth; 
forasmuch as the LORD hath taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of the 
children of Ammon.
Judges 11:37 And she said unto her father, Let this thing be done for me: let me 
alone two months, that I may go up and down upon the mountains, and bewail my 
virginity, I and my fellows.
Judges 11:38 And he said, Go. And he sent her away for two months: and she went 
with her companions, and bewailed her virginity upon the mountains.
Judges 11:39 And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she returned unto 
her father, who did with her according to his vow which he had vowed: and she 
knew no man. And it was a custom in Israel,
• Jephthah vowed unto the Lord that if he would deliver Ammon into his hands, that 

whoever came out of his house first when he came home he would sacrifice unto the 
Lord. When Jephthah returned home, his daughter was the first one to come out of the 
house and he was sad because he knew he had to sacrifice his daughter to the Lord. 
His daughter told him to keep his vow. She went away for 2 months and when she 
came back, he sacrificed her unto the Lord.
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Hannah

Q. What is the vow that Hannah made and did she keep it? 

1 Samuel 1:9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had 
drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of the LORD.
1 Samuel 1:10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and 
wept sore.
1 Samuel 1:11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt 
indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget 
thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give 
him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his 
head.
1 Samuel 1:20 Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about after 
Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, 
Because I have asked him of the LORD.
1 Samuel 1:24 And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three 
bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the 
house of the LORD in Shiloh: and the child was young.
1 Samuel 1:25 And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli.
1 Samuel 1:26 And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the 
woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the LORD.
1 Samuel 1:27 For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition 
which I asked of him:
1 Samuel 1:28 Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he 
shall be lent to the LORD. And he worshipped the LORD there.
• Hannah had no children and made a vow to the Lord that if she could have a male 

child, she would give him to the Lord all the days of his life and no razor would come 
upon his head which was the vow of the Nazarite.
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God’s promises

Genesis 9:8 And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,
Genesis 9:9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed 
after you;
Genesis 9:10 And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the 
cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to 
every beast of the earth.
Genesis 9:11 And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be 
cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood 
to destroy the earth.
Genesis 9:12 And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make 
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual 
generations:
Genesis 9:13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a 
covenant between me and the earth.
Genesis 9:14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that 
the bow shall be seen in the cloud:
Genesis 9:15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you 
and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood 
to destroy all flesh.
Genesis 9:16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all 
flesh that is upon the earth.
Genesis 9:17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I 
have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.
• Because of the wickedness in the world, the Lord flooded the earth. He promised 

that he would never flood the earth again and we would remember this covenant by 
the rainbow in the sky. 

Revelation 21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: for the former things are passed away.
• God promised that if we keep the commandments we will not see any more death, 

and there will be no more sadness or crying. 

1 John 2:25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.
• If we keep the commandments we will live forever .
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Revelation 22:1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.
Revelation 22:2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was 
there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit 
every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
Revelation 22:3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:
Revelation 22:4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their 
foreheads.
• The pure river is the water of God. We will be given new understanding in the 

kingdom and Christ will teach us the word of God with new laws every month. We 
won’t be under the curses anymore and his name will be in our mind. 

Ezekiel 37:21 And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the 
children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather 
them on every side, and bring them into their own land:
Ezekiel 37:22 And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of 
Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, 
neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all:
• The Lord will mend the split between Northern and Southern Kingdom and we will be 

one nation under Christ. 

Q & A- Review
• What are some promises you can make to God? 
• What is a vow? 
• Why do we say Lords will? 
• Is it ok to make a vow and not keep it? 

Closing 
When you make a vow, what you say you must do it. You are a fool to the Lord when 
you tell the Lord you are going to do something and you do not do it. Your word is 
everything. It is like your character. When you say you are going to do something you 
must follow through with your word. If you know you will not be able to do something 
then be honest about it. Do not forget to say Lords will because we can not do anything 
without the Lord.
• Ecclesiastes 5:4 -5When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he 

hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.Better is it that thou 
shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.

• Matthew 5:37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is 
more than these cometh of evil.

Activity: Have your child make a vow to you and see if they keep their vow. 


